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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 


COMPLIANCE WITH THE NATIONAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY ACT 


Intent To Prepare Environmental Impact 
Statement 


AGENCY: Department of Energy. 


ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare 
an environmental impact statement 
(EIS). 


SUMMARY: The Department of 
Energy (DOE) announces its intent to 
prepare an EJS in accordance with sec- 
tion 102(2)C) of the National Envi- 
ronmental, Policy Act (NEPA) for its 
forthcoming Second National Energy 
Plan (NEP-2). 


All interested agencies. organiza- 
tions, or persons desiring to submit 
comments or suggestions for: consider- 
ation in connection with the prepara- 
tion of this EIS are invited to do so. 
Upon completion of the draft EIS, its 
availability will be announced in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER, at which time com- 
ments will be solicited. 


DOE desires to have the benefit of 
the public’s views as to the scope of 
the EIS and the significant environ- 
mental impacts which it should ad- 
dress. Such comments may be ex- 
pressed in writing or at a meeting 
which will be held for this purpose on 
November 6, 1978, in room 3000A, at 
the New Post Office Building at 12th 
and Pennsylvania Avenue NW., Wash- 
ington, D.C. The meeting is scheduled 
to begin at 9 a.m., and may continue 
until 4 p.m. If public interest warrants, 
the meeting will be continued on No- 
vember 7, 1978, at the same place and 
the same time. In order for DOE to 
better gage public interest in this EIS, 
those planning to attend the meeting 
should contact Mr. Kevin Mullen, Di- 
vision of Environmental Liaison (EV/ 
OPEC), Department of Energy, Room 
6128, 20 Massachusetts Avenue NW., 
Washington, D.C. 20545. telephone 
202-376-4189. 


NOTICES 


FOR GENERAL INFORMATION ON 
THE EIS PROCESS CONTACT: 


Robert J. Stern, Acting Director, Di- 
vision of NEPA Affairs, Department 
of Energy, 12th and Pennsylvania 
Avenue NW.. Room 7119, Washing- 
ton, D.C. 20461, 202-566-9769 


SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
NEP-2. The plan, which is required to 
be submitted to Congress by April 1, 
1979, under the provisions of section 
801 of the DOE Organization Act 
(Pub. L. No. 95-91). will address the 
broad range of the Nation’s energy 
problems and may recommend legisla- 
tive, budgetary, regulatory, or admin- 
istrative initiatives designed to amelio- 
rate those problems. 

The plan is to: 

@ Consider and establish energy pro- 
duction, utilization, and conservation 
objectives, necessary to satisfy project- 
ed energy needs of the United States, 
paying particular attention to such 
needs as full employment, price stabil- 
ity. energy security, economic growth, 
environmental protection, nuclear 
nonproliferation, special regional 
needs, and the efficient utilization of 
public and private resources; 

e Identify the strategies that should 
be followed and the resources that 
should be committed to achieve such 
objectives; and 

@ Recommend any appropriate Fed- 
eral legislative and administrative ac 
tions. 

Environmental impact statement. 
Environmental analyses will be an in- 
tegral part of the NEP-2 planning 
process. An EIS*will be prepared con- 
currently with the NEP-2. It will be a 
factual document which will set out 
and analyze reasonable proposed and 
alternative actions (including a ‘‘base 
case”’ which assumes no new Federal 
initiatives directed at affecting energy 
supply or consumption). 

To the extent possible in an EIS 
that is not site-specific, the affected 
environment will be briefly discussed, 
and the probable impacts of proposed 
and alternative actions on the natural, 
physical, and socioeconomic environ- 
ment will be analyzed. Particular at- 
tention wil] be paid to cumulative and 
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irreversible effects. and to mitigation 
measures. DOE wil] attempt to specify 
gaps in information and areas of scien- 
tific ancertainty with respect to prob- 
able environmental impacts, and at- 
tempt to estimate the time and re- 
sources required to fill the gaps and 
understand the impacts more precise- 
ly. 

Direct and identifiable secondary, or 
indirect, environmental consequences 
will be assessed. The extent to which 
any proposals will conform to or con- 
flict with regulations or policies relat- 
ed to environmental quality and natu- 
ral resources will be discussed. De- 
tailed technical material and bibliogra- 
phies will be contained in appendices. 

Scoping meeting. DOE desires to 
know what the public considers to be 
the major environmental] issues associ- 
ated with efforts to meet the Nation’s 
energy needs. The meeting on Novem- 
ber 6, 1978, will be held to discuss the 
structure of the EIS, anticipated 
energy/environmental problems, and 
reasonable actions that might be 
taken to address them. 


If possible, those planning to take 
part in the meeting should notify Mr. 
Mullen. Participants are encouraged 
to submit to Mr. Mullen, in advance, 
their intent to participate, suggestions 
concerning the subjects to be ad- 
dressed at the meeting, and draft out- 
lines for the EIS. This will enable 
DOE to better provide considered re- 
sponses at the meeting and ask clarify- 
ing questions. However, public partici- 
pation is encourage without the ad- 
vance submission of written material. 
All comments or suggestions made at 
the meeting will be carefully consid- 
ered, as will written material submit- 
ted until December 1, 1978. Attendees 
at the meeting will] be asked to regis- 
ter. 

Questions regarding the meeting 
should be addressed to Mr. Mullen. 


Issied in Washington, D.C., October 
4, 1978. 


WILLIAM P. Davis, 
Deputy Director 
of Administration. 


{FR Doc. 78-28498 Filed 10-10-78; 8:45 am] 
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